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inside the state. This was suppressed, but a second one in
746 B.C. took a different turn. This time it was a revolt of the
military capital, Nimrad, against the degenerate descendants
of Ashur-nasir-pal. Ashur-nirari V was slain by the dissident
army, and a general called Pul seized the throne. The fact
that he at once assumed the name Tiglath-pileser, in memory
of his great predecessor, seemed to the Assyrians to portend
a renewal of the Assyrian Empire's youth and glory. They
were not to be disappointed, for the country did indeed take
a new lease of life.

In Babylonia it only needed a show of force to bring the
ruling prince Nabunasir to a sense of his dependence on and
subjection to Assyria. Tiglath-pileser then turned his attention
to Syria and Palestine. He scattered the Vannic armies in
the north by a sudden march into the Hakkiari country, and
then, having eliminated the danger of an attack in the rear,
he turned south again towards Syria. The two campaigns
which followed resulted in great calamities for the Hebrews
and their neighbours. Tiglath-pileser had already been sum-
moned by Ahaz, King of Judah, to assist him against Pekah,
King of Israel, and Rezin of Damascus, who had attacked him.
Tiglath-pileser now entered Syria and with little difficulty
subdued the enemies of Ahaz. Furthermore he marched down
the coast road of the Levant, receiving as he went the submis-
sion of the Phoenician cities, and reaching eventually the
confines of Egypt, where he set up a statue of himself in the
palace of the paramount chief of Gaza. Ammon, Edom and
Moab sent him tribute, and even a turbulent Arabian queen
called Shamsi of Arabi was induced to acknowledge his autho-
rity. Now he adopted a policy in the conquered countries
which was long to characterize the aftermath of Assyrian
campaigns. ' Nearly half the population in each conquered
state was carried into captivity and their place taken by
foreign captives from Armenia and elsewhere, colonists from
Babylonia and others. Thus the native population in eaph
case was weakened beyond recovery, while the introduced
foreigners, being hated by the natives as much as were their
Assyrian masters, naturally made common cause with the
latter and upheld Assyrian rule.'13 This was the treatment
meted out to the Hebrew tribes of Reuben and Gad and tne
half-tribe of Manasseh who dwelt in Transjordan.